
Asheville City Council 
Planning and Economic Development Committee 

 
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m., April 11, 2007 

Economic Development Office Conference Room 
 

Minutes  
 
 

Present:  Councilman Jan Davis; Chair; Vice Mayor Holly Jones; Councilwoman Robin 
Cape; Staff members: Scott Shuford; Sam Powers; Stacy Mercen, Robert Griffin  
 
Guest: Chuck Tessier- SEDAC 
  
The Planning and Economic Development Committee met on April 11, 2007 at 29 
Haywood Street at 2:06 p.m. Chair Jan Davis called the meeting to order. 
 

     1.     Approval of Minutes 
 

    A motion to approve the minutes of the February 14, 2007 Committee meeting    
was made by Councilwoman Robin Cape and seconded by Vice Mayor Jones. The 
vote was unanimous.   

 
2.  Staff Reports 
 

 TDA Application for Civic Center and Thomas Wolfe 
 

David Pisha presented the staff report. He gave the committee an update on the 
submission for TDA funding. He discussed the scope of the project that consists of 
expanding the Thomas Wolfe Auditorium stage, the addition of wing space, stage depth 
and fly-loft height. A new load-in area would be created at the rear of the venue as 
opposed to the alley that is now utilized between the auditorium and the Vanderbilt 
apartments.   
 
Front of house improvements were also discussed but are not part of the TDA request. 
The overall goal is to improve the functionality of the venue as well as the patron 
experience.   
 
By doing so, it is expected that more events will book the facility and attendance at many 
events should grow from their present levels. Additional out of town attendees should be 
attracted.   
 
The project should be seen as a long-term commitment of various local entities since 
funding will require a coalition of the TDA, City and possibly others. However when the 
project is viewed from a larger entertainment/arts perspective, it can be seen as a very 
important piece of that picture as well as a catalyst for further actions in that area.   
 
Expanding the TWA stage and renovating the front of house area can also be viewed as 
extending the useful life of the auditorium.   
 



The committee suggested not to ask for any particular one-time funding amount, and 
although the Thomas Wolfe Auditorium was a significant part of that, by requesting 
funding as part of a long-term commitment would emphasize the true nature of the 
situation.  

 
    

      3.  Updates and Status Reports 
 
             RFQ 
 

Sam Powers gave an update to the committee that the consultants would be             
presenting information to City Council in May 2007. He also stated, the process would 
also be available on the web and city website.  

 
   RFP for Ashland Ave 
 
   Sam Powers gave an update to the committee that the RFP is moving forward. He 

stated staff would provide recommendations to the committee before the next meeting, 
along with options on how to maximize the property. 

 
    Biltmore Lake Annexation 
 
   Scott Shuford presented to the committee a draft annexation schedule for Biltmore 

Lake.  
 
 

       4.  New Business 
           
            SEDAC Priorities  
      

Chuck Tessier presented to the committee a summary of priorities of economic 
development as they relate to SEDAC. The committee suggested that SEDAC work 
toward achieving their goals, define the goals of the hub as it relates to SEDAC, and 
redefine the mission.  

       
   5.   Public Comment         

            None 
 

      Regular meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 
 

6.   Closed Session  
     
 

 
 
 
 


